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Ask the climate question Ask the climate question Ask the climate question Ask the climate question ––––    prepreprepre----election campaignelection campaignelection campaignelection campaign    
    
The Ask the Climate Change Question campaign now running in the lead-up to the 
UK General Election on the 6th May has come together an a coalition of the major 
UK charities including Christian Aid, Tear Fund and Cafod. The campaign is seen 
as a timely opportunity for UK voters to raise climate change issues following the 
failure of December’s Copenhagen Climate summit to agree the way forward.  
 The coalition is appealing to us as individuals to take every opportunity to 
quiz our parliamentary candidates. Tear Fund says: ‘If you do nothing else this 
election, use your voice to ask the climate question.’ And as canvasers approach 
us in the street, or knock on our door or address us at meeting, or as we send out 
e-mails or letters Cafod has gone so far as to suggests four climate justice 
questions we could ask. 
 
• Do you agree that the next UK government needs to support work towards a 
fair and legally binding global climate deal as a top priority? If so, what action 
would you take to press for this if elected?  
 
• How would you and your party support the target of the rich countries achieving 
carbon emissions cuts of more than 40 per cent on 1990 levels, by the year 
2020? Would you support a strengthening of the UK Climate Change Act?  
 
• What influence would you and your party use in the EU to ensure other rich 
countries in Europe commit to these cuts too?  
 
• How would you and your party ensure that the UK and other rich countries help 
poor countries to adapt to and cope with climate change? Would you agree to a 
level of $195 billion per year by 2020 which is additional to existing overseas aid 
budgets?  
 
Several charities making up the coalition are also organising a number of special 
Question Time meetings around the country at which questions can be raised. 
One such event in the diocese is for the residents of the: 
 
SomertonSomertonSomertonSomerton    and Frome constituencyand Frome constituencyand Frome constituencyand Frome constituency, takes place on Tuesday 27th April at Caryford 
Hall (next to Ansford School) starting at 7.30pm. 
  
Elizabeth Perry who is organising this event on behalf of the Castle Cary Christian 
Aid and Use Less – Share More groups writes:  

`Climate change can be tackled. The UK can be put on the path to a green 
economy with thousands of new green jobs. But only if politicians know that there 
is public support for action. In the UK a General Election is the opportunity to give 
that message loud and clear.’ 
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Elizabeth has also supplied us with a Q & A paper detailing Christian Aid’s 
involvement in the campaign. This is attached.  For more information contact her 
on 01935 850326. 
 
Other events in or close-by the Bath and Well diocese, that we know about at present , 
are those being organized by the RSPB: 

 
Constituency: WestonConstituency: WestonConstituency: WestonConstituency: Weston----SuperSuperSuperSuper----MareMareMareMare    
Date: 15 April. 7 pm. The Winter Gardens,  Royal Parade, Weston-Super-Mare, BS23 1AJ 
Contact details: Roberta Smith, 01392 453758, ClimateHusting_SW@rspb.org.uk 
    
Constituency: Devon CentralConstituency: Devon CentralConstituency: Devon CentralConstituency: Devon Central    
Date: 22 April. Start time: 7 pm.  South Dartmoor Community College, Balland Lane, 
Ashburton, Devon, TQ13 7EW. Contact details: Roberta Smith, 01392 453758, 
ClimateHusting_SW@rspb.org.uk 
    
Constituency: Torridge and West DevonConstituency: Torridge and West DevonConstituency: Torridge and West DevonConstituency: Torridge and West Devon    
Date: 20 April. 7 pm..The Bedford Hotel, Plymouth Road, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 8BB 
Contact details: Roberta Smith, 01392 453758, ClimateHusting_SW@rspb.org.uk 
  
Constituency: ExeterConstituency: ExeterConstituency: ExeterConstituency: Exeter    
Date: 27 April. 7 pm. Exeter Phoenix, Bradninch Place, Gandy Street, Exeter, EX4 3LS 
Contact details: Roberta Smith, 01392 453758, ClimateHusting_SW@rspb.org.uk 

    
Severn EstuaSevern EstuaSevern EstuaSevern Estuary ry ry ry ––––The Wildlife Trusts has other ideasThe Wildlife Trusts has other ideasThe Wildlife Trusts has other ideasThe Wildlife Trusts has other ideas    
 
At the launch of its latest report Energy at any Price? at the House of Lords at the 
beginning of March The Wild Life Trusts sets out its preferences for capturing the tidal 
energy of the Severn Estuary.  It said that damming the estuary with ‘an old fashioned 
barrage’ would have a devastating impact.  

There are five short listed options currently under consideration, three barrages 
and two lagoons all of which impound seawater at high tide and let it out on the low tide. 
The WLT does not support any of these.  

 It believes Government should commit to investigating a range of modern, low-
impact technologies. It says:   
 ‘There are three more innovative options known as the Severn Embryonic 
Technology Schemes (SETS). These include a reef, fence and a new kind of barrage. 
None would block the flow of the tide in such a devastating way. They therefore hold 
much more promise for the best technology possible, with the least impact. The Wild Life 
Trusts believes these must be researched further.’ 
 Referring to the SETS during his speech at the publication’s launch, David Kidney 
(Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, Department of Energy and Climate Change) 
said:  

‘There are some exciting ideas here. But these new technologies are not 
sufficiently developed to be evaluated in detail alongside the other scheme options. That 
is why we, along with the Welsh Assembly Government, Defra and the South West RDA, 
have invested over half a million pounds to aid the development of three schemes using 
embryonic technologies. 

‘The Severn Embryonic Technologies Scheme will give us a clearer idea of the 
outputs, costs, impacts and route-map to deployment of these schemes. We will consider 
the information gathered through this programme before we take a final decision on 
whether we want to go ahead with Severn tidal power and if so, with which option.’ 
 A copy of the report Energy at any Price? Can be downloaded from The Wildlife 
Trusts’ website: www.wildlifetrusts.org.  
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Mendip Society says put Hinkley power lines under the seaMendip Society says put Hinkley power lines under the seaMendip Society says put Hinkley power lines under the seaMendip Society says put Hinkley power lines under the sea    
    
In response to National Grid proposals for a high voltage (400kV) transmission link 
between the new Hinkley Point nuclear power station and the national grid, the Mendip 
Society says the best option is under the sea, either from Hinkley to Seabank north of 
Avonmouth or by way of Aberthaw in South Wales.  

As an alternative to these it suggests that if one of the proposed overland routes, 
along the M5 through the Lox-Yeo valley, is chosen part of it should be underground 
because it is unacceptable at this point over ground. The case it makes for putting 
underground this section of what is designated Route Corridor 2 is that:  

‘The Lox-Yeo valley is of such an exceptionally constrained rural area. It comprises 
a rare bowl of lowland landscape in the AONB (area of outstanding natural beauty) 
encircled by hilltop viewpoints from which spectacular panoramas can be had.’ 
 It also expresses the view that:  

‘The M5, while dominating the gap, provides arguably the most visited vantage 
point in the whole AONB, offering a short but scenically attractive ride through Mendip 
landscape for many thousands of people every day.’ 
 The article in the newsletter also comments on the alternative Route Corridors 1a 
and 1b (neither of which it sees as acceptable as underground routes). It also gives 
details of similar proposed or approved high voltage over land power lines in Scotland 
which could set a precedent for the Mendips. 
 ‘However, different counsels may prevail in England, where the rules appear to 
be stricter than in Scotland’. 
 
News from the region’s other dioceseNews from the region’s other dioceseNews from the region’s other dioceseNews from the region’s other diocese 
    
1. Bristol diocese negotiates green energy deal 

    
The Diocese of Bristol has negotiated a discount tariff for electricity from a renewable 
energy supplier, for churches and church schools, and for the homes of clergy and others 
on an opt-in basis.   

The scheme will provide electricity at a competitive rate and help establish an 
environmental projects fund with the supplier, Ecotricity, making a donation every time a 
Diocese of Bristol customer switches. The fund will be used for future green energy 
projects within the diocese.    

The scheme is part of the Bristol Diocese’s response to its Synod motion in 
November that encouraged local  churches to take substantial action to reduce their 
carbon emissions by switching to green energy tariffs. Diocesan environment officer 
Simon Topping, who was involved in the negotiations says:  

“We hope that throughout the Diocese people will recognise that this is an 
opportunity to address climate change and hopefully save resources at the same time.”  
(More details in the Bristol diocese March newsletter at www.bristol.anglican.org).  
. 
 

2 Truro diocese eco-friendly church school gets royal opening 
 

On the 8th  March HRH the Countess of Wessex opened a new nursery, a creative arts 
centre and a ‘before-and-after' school club facility at Bishop Cornish School, Saltash. The 
eco-friendly facility was blessed by the Right Reverend Tim Thornton, Bishop of Truro.The 
environmentally sustainable building was designed by a Cornish firm, Arco2 from Bodmin 
and local builder Shaun Bunney Construction Ltd was employed in its construction.  

Materials used, such as timber, straw bales, sheep's wool for insulation, marble 
for flooring, have all been produced in Cornwall. The roof tiles were made in Plymouth 
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from recycled tyres and plastic bottles and look like Cornish slate. Part of the roof is 
planted with sedum, thereby providing an environmental habitat and excellent insulation. 
A rainwater harvesting tank has been installed and the water is used in the building.  

A major objective of the design has been to minimise the carbon footprint and to 
use local manpower and materials. It is stated that:: ‘The imaginative building is truly 
magnificent, with excellent facilities including an outside classroom. It has outstanding 
views and is set in extensive grounds.’ 

 
3 Winchester bishop shows his support for rural issues. 
 
Rural, countryside and farming issues within the diocese have received significant 
support following the appointment of the Bishop of Winchester into a key community role, 
according to a news item dated 26th February on the Diocese of Winchester website  

The Rt Revd Michael Scott-Joynt has become the president of the New Forest and 
Hampshire County Show as a sign of his interest in the issues as well as the show’s role 
in conservation, and the geographical spread of the diocese. The diocese has a 
slgnificant rural ministry including in the New Forest. The Show celebrates its 90th 
anniversary this year and will be held at New Park Brockenhurst Tuesday 27 to Thursday 
29th July. 

 
 
Cherish your church yard.Cherish your church yard.Cherish your church yard.Cherish your church yard.    
 
Churches are preparing to celebrate Cherishing Churchyards Week this June as part of 
the UN’s International Year of Biodiversity (see DEL 26). The nationwide project is being 
run by conservation charity Caring for God’s Acre (CfGA) and is supported by the CofE’s 
national environmental campaign Shrinking the Footprint.  
  See http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/ for logos and tip sheets 
    
CEL's 'ECOCELL' programme CEL's 'ECOCELL' programme CEL's 'ECOCELL' programme CEL's 'ECOCELL' programme ––––    next stage in the journeynext stage in the journeynext stage in the journeynext stage in the journey    
        
CEL's 'ecocell' programme can be seen as a journey, or pilgrimage, to be travelled by 
groups of friends, neighbours, or church or faith group members. Stage One is already 
active and is designed to help people begin the journey, aiming to significantly reduce 
their personal and household emissions and impacts, and through their examples inspire 
others to do likewise. 
*  on CD, cost £5, from Jill Vogler: jill-publications@christian-ecology.org.uk 
*  or downloadable for free from CEL's website: http://www.christian-
ecology.org.uk/ecocells.htm 
  Stage Two is at the planning stage and is being designed for those who are willing 
to take on the very demanding commitment of completing the journey to sustainability 
over a period of years. CEL needs help with developing various aspects of Stage Two from 
writing the modules, to administration, to being an 'expert' we can call on in different 
areas such as energy, food, transport and water. 

 Contact Tony Emerson if you are interested in leading a Stage One group now, or 
can offer help in planning Stage Two: tony.emerson12@btopenworld.com  and come to 
the two 'ecocell' workshops in July and November. (see More DatesMore DatesMore DatesMore Dates below). 
  
A Rocha seeks partner churchesA Rocha seeks partner churchesA Rocha seeks partner churchesA Rocha seeks partner churches    
 
In the spring issue of its magazine A Rocha UK launches and outlines its new Partner 
Church scheme. Under the scheme A Rocha aims to support local church communities as 
they commit themselves to caring for God’s world. It will help them reflect their concern 
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for creation in worship, discipline and mission. For their part churches will support A 
Rocha in prayer and giving. 
 There are three levels of partnership through which Partner Churches can move, 
beginning with the straightforward commitment to work together to care for creation with 
A Rocha help. Building on this foundation Level 2, reaching milestones, offers three 
tangible targets for churches to aim at as evidence they are serious about creation care. 

1. Work towards becoming an eco-congregation. 
2. Help the local community through creation care projects 
3. Promote living lightly lifestyles amongst its members. 
By Level 3, agenda setting, Partner churches will be leading the way and pioneering 

areas of development. Details of what this might involve are also given in the magazine 
article which can be downloaded at www.arocha.org.uk/churches, along with answers to 
more general questions about the scheme. 

 
Bristol Airport decision still in balanceBristol Airport decision still in balanceBristol Airport decision still in balanceBristol Airport decision still in balance    
        
Campaigners fighting against Bristol Airport’s (BIA) ambitious expansion plans have 
welcomed North Somerset Council’s (NSC) move on the 3rd March to delay making a 
decision on the proposals, saying that the final outcome remains uncertain and there is 
still everything to play for. Stop Bristol Airport Expansion (SBAE) said that NSC have done 
the responsible thing in referring the BIA’s planning application to a more senior planning 
committee as district councillors made it very clear that the application still has many 
serious unresolved issues. 

The group highlighted that BIA’s application contravenes many of NSC’s own local 
planning policies and that there is a vacuum in NSC’s planning policies to support BIA’s 
plans. They also emphasised their concern over one Councillor’s summing up at the end 
of the discussion which suggested that turning down the application could lose money 
offered by BIA for traffic improvements. 

The SBAE also said that BIA has not yet proved the “very special circumstances” 
that would allow it to park cars on green belt land and that the alternatives have not been 
properly examined. Hilary Burn said:  

“Instead of planning a hotel, which would be in direct competition with other local 
businesses, BIA could easily preserve green belt land by using the space for car parks, 
which should also be double decked as was originally promised.” 

 
Airbus takes off with WWTAirbus takes off with WWTAirbus takes off with WWTAirbus takes off with WWT    
 
The Wetlands and Wildlife Trust, which is headquartered at Slimbridge, announced in 
its April/June issue of Waterlife that Airbus has become the latest business supporter 
to join its corporate patrons scheme. The news item states that Airbus is strongly 
committed to helping the aviation industry reduce its contribution to man-made CO2. 
 
South West RDA welcomes marine energy blueprintSouth West RDA welcomes marine energy blueprintSouth West RDA welcomes marine energy blueprintSouth West RDA welcomes marine energy blueprint    
 
The South West RDA (Regional Development Agency) has welcomed the Government’s 
Marine Energy Action Plan, which sets out a vision for what marine energy can do for the 
UK and how it can happen.The plan was published in mid March by the Department for 
Energy and Climate Change (DECC) and was officially launched by Minister of State for 
Energy, Lord Hunt of Kings Heath. 

Lord Hunt predicted that marine energy could provide enough power for 15 
million homes and save 70 million tonnes of carbon dioxide by 2050, and provide up to 
16,000 jobs. The SWRDA, which is investing millions of pounds to support the 
development of a marine energy industry in the South West, worked closely with DECC in 
drawing up the plan. 
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Meanwhile the RDA continues to support the industry through its £42 million 
Wave Hub project currently under construction in Cornwall (see next item). This will create 
the world’s largest test site for wave energy devices and is on course to be completed 
this year, with the first devices deployed in 2011. 

On 4th March  the South West RDA announced a £100,000 study to map offshore 
renewable energy potential around the coast of South West England. It will examine the 
potential for wave, tidal and offshore wind installations up to 2030 and feed into 
the Government’s Strategic Environmental Assessment for marine energy, which was also 
confirmed last week. 

The South West RDA is also investing up to £2 million in a £12 million package 
from the Technology Strategy Board to help innovative businesses develop the wave and 
tidal technologies of the future. And it has committed £7.3 million over three years to the 
Peninsula Research Institute for Marine Renewable Energy, a collaboration between the 
Universities of Exeter and Plymouth that boasts one of the highest concentrations of 
marine renewables expertise anywhere in the world. 
     
Next stage of Cornish Wave Hub construction underwayNext stage of Cornish Wave Hub construction underwayNext stage of Cornish Wave Hub construction underwayNext stage of Cornish Wave Hub construction underway    
 
Work began in March on the next stage of the pioneering Wave Hub marine energy 
project with the construction of an onshore electricity sub-station at Hayle in Cornwall. 
Wave Hub will create the world’s largest test site for wave energy technology by building a 
grid-connected socket on the seabed, 10 miles off the coast, to which wave power 
devices can be connected and their performance evaluated.  

The £42 million project has been developed by the South West RDA (Regional 
Development Agency) and is a cornerstone of its strategy to develop a world class marine 
energy industry in South West England. 

The new sub-station will allow electricity generated out to sea to be fed into the 
National Grid.The six-month project will include the installation of more than £1 million of 
electrical equipment, including a monitoring system for wave energy developers to 
measure how much power their devices produce.  

It follows the completion in February of the first phase of work to drill a 200-metre 
duct through sand dunes at Hayle where Wave Hub’s subsea-cable will come ashore. It 
will be linked to onshore cabling threaded through the duct and connected to the new 
sub-station. 

The single-storey sub-station will occupy part of the former coal fired power 
station site at Hayle, and is next to an existing sub-station. 
Wave Hub is being funded with £12.5 million from the South West RDA, £20 million from 
the European Regional Development Fund Convergence Programme and £9.5 million 
from the UK government. 
 
Recycling our land fill (rubbish tips may prove energy source)Recycling our land fill (rubbish tips may prove energy source)Recycling our land fill (rubbish tips may prove energy source)Recycling our land fill (rubbish tips may prove energy source)    
 
This was the intriguing substance of a news item in the Easter edition of Countryfile 
magazine. It tells how environmentalists are looking at municipal waste tips for material 
that can be reclaimed – mined is the word used – for energy generation and secondary 
uses.  The extraction of bio degradables and plastics would result in a big reduction in the 
size of landfill sites, currently estimated to contain 200 million tonnes of plastics.  

The news item also states that recycling companies are already beginning to 
divert low grade plastics bound for landfill towards their use as fossil fuels to power such 
as equipment as cement kilns. Mentions is made of one company New Earth Solutions 
which states on its website to ‘have developed a wide range of technologies and 
processes designed to recover value from waste and to mitigate its impact on the 
environment’ 
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A date for the diaryA date for the diaryA date for the diaryA date for the diary    
 
Hilfield Priory Dorset : 16-18 April . 'Grace and the Common Good - strategies for living 
responsibly in God's world’. A  weekend led by Dr Tim Gorringe.  
http://www.hilfieldproject.co.uk/whatson.htm 
 
More datesMore datesMore datesMore dates    
 
TenonsTenonsTenonsTenons:  Tuesday 13th April. A convenient solution (energy DVD and café style 
discussion). 7.30 pm. The Blakehay Theatre, Wadham Street, Weston super Mare.  
TenonsTenonsTenonsTenons: Wednesday 19th May. What lies beneath? All about what’s underneath our 
ground in Weston and Beyond.(Same time and venue). www.tenons.org.uk.  
 
The Mendip SocietyThe Mendip SocietyThe Mendip SocietyThe Mendip Society: 23rd April. Talk; Reptiles on the Mendips (including results of recent 
survey work on Mendip). www.mendipsociety.org.uk.  
 
Environment Sunday Environment Sunday Environment Sunday Environment Sunday – 6 June 2010. This is the nearest Sunday to World Environment 
Day. The Wildlife Trusts has this week as Environment Week.  
 
CEL ecoCEL ecoCEL ecoCEL eco----cell workshops:cell workshops:cell workshops:cell workshops:    
 London 10 July – to help plan Stage Two of the eco-cell programme. The 
Magdalen Centre, Eversholt Road, London NW1 1BN. 2 – 5pm. 
 London 6 November – Annual members’ meeting and workshop. To include an 
eco-cell stage two planning workshop. Same venue and time as above.    
        
What is a transition town?What is a transition town?What is a transition town?What is a transition town?    
        
My recollections of last November’s Christian Ecology Link annual conference, Towards 
Transition (held in Ottery St Mary, a transition town in the making) are attached. BK 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
The editor of DEL is always interested 
in hearing about environmental 
events and projects from around the 
diocese, in particular work in 
individual churches and deaneries.  
And we always welcome new 
subscribers (free). Send an e-mail to 
brianckellock@brianckellock.plus.co
m. Or you can add your name to the 
subscriber list through our website 
www.bathandwellsenvironmental.org
.uk.  Back issues and other useful 
information can also be accessed 
through the site. 
 

 

 


